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Agr icola Pampa Baja SAC
B &  M Avocados, LLC
Brokaw Nursery, LLC

CA Avocado Commission
Cal Flavor

Camposol Fresh USA Inc.
Castle Smith Enterpr ises, LLC

Chandler Ranch Company
Del Monte Fresh Produce N.A., Inc.

Del Rey Avocado Company
Duar te Nursery

ECO Farms Trading Operations, LLC
Ever- Bloom, Inc.
Fallbrook Ag Lab
Farm Credit West

Freska Produce International, LLC
Fruit Growers Supply Company

Giumarra Companies
Grangetto's Ag Supply

Henry Avocado Company
Hidden Valley Pump Systems, Inc.

Hidden Valley Ranch
Index Fresh Inc.

Keyes Packaging Group
Limoneira Company

McDaniel Fruit Company
Mission Produce

Ocean Orchard, LLC
Peruvian Avocado Commission

Rincon Farms
S& S Grove Mgmt. Serv., Inc.

Sier ra Pacific Farms, Inc.
Simpatica

Stonehill Produce Inc.
Viru S.A.

West Pak Avocado, Inc.
Wollam Grove Mgmt., Inc.
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Koreans want their California avocados? but only the finest and only a 

container here and a container there. This week, some of the handlers are 
offer ing growers around $1.25/pound for limited quantities of expor t grade 
48s and 60s. While that?s a sweet deal in an avocado market that just 
recently broke a buck a pound, growers 
should be clear on what expor t grade 
means. 

The Korean market demands per fect 
fruit, just the r ight color, no blemishes, no 
wind or sun damage. Growers should 
know what they?re looking for and have 
exper ienced picking crews selecting for 
the r ight fruit because the avos that don?t 
make the cut are likely to sell into the 
domestic market where the flood of 
Mexican fruit has kept the pr ice at just 
over a dollar. No one wants to count 
$1.25- a- pound chickens only to get a dollar 
when they hatch. 

It?s likely that the high- pr iced expor t 
programs for California fruit won?t last 
long. Peru should star t sending fruit to 
Asia soon, so four to six weeks is about 
how long our sources say Korea will seek out California?s small stream of 
fruit. Field reps can give advice on whether they have expor t oppor tunities, 
and if so, what to look for in a pick. 
I f not now, then when?

Free ir r igation all winter has made it easy for many to sit back and wait 
for pr ices to come up. A ranch manager we talked to in the nor th descr ibed 
the 2019 season as three months behind the norm. There?s no push to pick 
early, he said. 

The numbers show that other growers/managers feel the same. Only 
3.9 million pounds of Hass have been harvested in California, compared 

Korea- bound? Green, 
unblemished fruit feeds the 
Korean market.

Continues on page 2 ...

EXPORT PROGRAMS 
DANGLE HIGH PRICES
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SAVE THE DATES
Cali fornia Avocado Society Apr i l  

Seminar : Field Day with Pests and 
Disease

Exper t demonstrations on Biocontrol, 
Disease and Preventative Pruning. CAS 

has gathered professors and industry pros 
to deliver the latest information on 

impor tant topics for California avocado 
growers.

SLO: Tuesday, Apr i l  9, 1-3 p.m.
Cal Poly Meat Lab Parking Lot, SLO
Santa Paula: Wednesday, Apr i l  10, 

9- 11 a.m.
Pine Tree Ranch, Santa Paula
Fallbrook: Thursday, Apr i l  11, 

12:30-2:30 p.m. (TBD) 
***

Cali fornia Avocado Society June 
Seminar : Ver tebrate Management

SLO: Tue., June 11, 1-3 p.m.
UC Cooperative Extension Office 

Auditor ium, 2156 Sier ra Way
Ventura: Wed., June 12, 9- 11 a.m.
UC Cooperative Extension Office 
Auditor ium, 669 County Squ. Dr.

Fallbrook: Thur., June 12,
 12:30-2:30 p.m.

Fallbrook Public Utility Distr ict Board 
Room, 990 E. Mission Rd.

MORE INFO:  http:/ / bit.ly/ 2GRxejW
***

Cali fornia Avocado Commission 
Annual Meetings

Temecula: Tuesday, Apr i l  2, 
10 a.m. -  12:30 p.m.

South Coast Winery, 3483 Rancho 
California Road

Ventura: Wednesday, Apr i l  3, 
10 a.m. -  12:30 p.m.  

Museum of Ventura Count, 100 E. Main 
Street

SLO Thursday, Apr i l  4, 9 -  11 a.m.
SLO Farm Bureau, 4875 Morabito Place

THIS & THAT
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the to the 17 million predicted for this 
point in the season. Just 2% of the 
fruit is off the trees, which leaves a lot 
of picking left to do, even in a light 
crop year.

As repor ted in CAC?s Greensheet 
publication, ?Discussions indicate 
that the volume of the crop that is 
cur rently behind harvest projections 
for the first quar ter will shift into the 
second quar ter, increasing weekly 
harvest projections by one million 
pounds or more dur ing the Apr il 
through June time per iod.?

There?s hope that pr ices will keep 
climbing as programs for premium 
California fruit kick into gear. ?West 
of the Rockies, consumers know that 
there?s a difference in quality,? one 
source said, while the rest of the U.S. 
is less likely to discr iminate between 
Mexican and California avocados. 

This year may find larger 
California fruit coming to market. 
The small crop and plentiful rain, 
along with low pr ices discouraging 
harvest, are all contr ibuting to 
plumper avocados. A slightly lower 
pr ice per pound on 40s will still 
translate into a bigger check if the 
same number of avocados are going 
to market. 

Some growers have too much 
acreage to wait until May to begin 
their multi- month picking process 
and still avoid the increased r isk of 
damaging heat. Others will also pick 
sooner in order to encourage a bigger 
2020 bloom. 

... Continued from page 1

NEWS IN BRIEF
Peru sees low volume, late start

According to Ar turo Medina 
Castro, General Manager of the 
Association of Hass Avocado Growers 
in Peru (ProHass), the harvest and 
expor t of Peruvian Hass avocado may 
fall by 15 to 20% this year, compared to 
2018, when 335,000 tons were shipped.

He also said that despite the fact 
that less is likely to be expor ted, pr ices 
are also expected to be better than in 
the previous season. "The season 
star ted slowly. I expect large volumes 
to be shipped from the second or third 
week of Apr il," he said.

For Peru, Europe is expected to be 
the most impor tant market, followed 
by the United States.

ProHass is advising companies not 
to rush too much in the harvest and 
not to ship the fruit immediately. 
Instead, it is recommending to work 
with programs with the recipients, 
and to try to stretch the season for as 
long as possible.
(Source: agraria.pe, Fresh Plaza)

CAC releases Annual Report
The California Avocado 

Commission has published its 2018 
Annual Repor t ahead of the early Apr il 
annual meetings. The Annual Repor t 
highlights CAC initiatives to continue 
to promote avocado consumption and 
provide assistance to growers and 
stakeholders. The repor t also includes 
financials and market numbers for 
2018 and future strategic pr ior ities. 
Find the full repor t at: 
http://bit.ly/2CvvSXz
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Quote of the Week ... 
?Will the market maintain the California premium when there?s a lot of cheap Mexican fruit out 
there??

BY THE NUMBERS

HASS US IMPORT VOLUMES 
(March 10 - 17)

Or igin Pounds

California 1,115,176

Tot al 56,595,491

Chile 45,884

Mexico 56,499,607

Peru 0

Dom inican 0

New 0

Colom bia 50,000

CALIFORNIA TESTS
THE WATER

Overall the avocado market is 
showing signs of life. Demand and 
prices are starting to perk up a 
bit. California picked over a 
million pounds of avocados last 
week, maintaining the upward 
harvest trend. As one source told 
us, ?There are a few people 
sticking their toes in, but most 
are still waiting.?

Mexico?s volume in the U.S. has 
stayed high, and though a holiday 
on March 18 may slow exports 
slightly this week, no one seems to 
expect substantial change to 
Mexican output anytime soon. 

FOR INFORMATION ON SEMINARS AND
CULTURAL TIPS VISIT

CALIFORNIA AVOCADO 
SOCIETY

www.californiaavocadosociety.org

Source: AMRIC

Source: AMRIC
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PRICE POINTS:
No detail better than bad detail CALIFORNIA PRIOR YEAR MARKET COMPARISON FOR HASS 

Week Calif . Average 
Lug Pr ice

Average Daily 
Invent ory

Shipm ent s

2018/19 2017/18 2018/19 2017/18 2018/19 2017/18

9 (Dec. 24 - 30) 0 $44.28 1,100 258,368 0 224,354

10 (Dec. 31 - Jan. 6) $23.75 $45.02 1,038 519,890 1,144 278,096

11 (Jan. 7 - 13) $34.69 $44.08 15,105 954,028 10,944 752,778

12 (Jan. 14 - 20) $35.40 $41.42 55,175 1,812,866 41,200 1,138,646

13 (Jan. 21 - 27) $31.98 $34.33 89,867 3,442,912 90,846 2,515,370

14 (Jan. 28 - Feb. 3) $28.65 $33.05 337,994 3,608,830 174,276 3,082,950

15 (Feb. 4 - 10) $29.32 $33.31 342,847 3,665,060 158,569 2,177,084

16 (Feb. 11 - 17) $29.47 $32.35 389,649 4,392,825 252,788 4,520,776

17 (Feb. 18 - 24) $31.34 $32.98 364,539 5,126,521 383,031 3,075,254

18 (Feb. 25 - March 3) $34.23 $34.28 492,647 6,925,085 628,068 4,598,776

19 (March 3 - 10) $34.84 $32.02 586,612 7,253,450 564,054 5,862,662

20 (March 10 - 17) $35.57 $33.79 748,516 7,219,439 696,692 5,834,868

* Lug price includes $5.25 to $6.25 retain, which is subtracted from grower payment.

Organics nosed downward a bit 
last week, but overall the retail 
average on avos hasn?t shown a lot 
of movement since the Super Bowl 
drop. Consumers like steady. 

The harvest uptick is moving through the coolers and into the trucks. Try to note 
the healthy growth in inventory and shipments without cringing too much at the 
comparison to last year?s numbers.

Volumes are still too low to 
pr int accurate pr icing 
information broken down by 
size. Based on our 
conversations and the few 
pr ice sheets available from 
handlers, 60s are fetching 
about a dollar, and 48s and 
larger range from about $1.10 
to $1.20 a pound. The season is 
picking up, so stay tuned for 
better pr icing info. 

Source: USDA
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CORRECTION
In last week?s Newsline, we 
claimed that no var iety has 
touched the pr ice of Hass, but a 
reader informed us that Lambs 
actually have a slight edge over 
Hass. Here?s what he had to say, 
?Lamb Hass has done pretty 
well. Although size by size, there 
is a discount on the daily pr ice 
quotes, the overall size curve is 
larger. This tends to result in 
higher pr icing overall per 
pound. Another likely factor is 
the later season. Probably many 
other factors as well.?



RAIN YEAR TO DATE VERSUS AVERAGE ANNUAL TOTALS

Water year data began on July 1, 2018, for all locations except 
Carpinteria (Sept. 1) and Santa Paula (Oct. 1).

SINGING FOR THE RAIN
This week?s storm bumped up 

rainfall totals slightly. Some growers 
haven?t turned on their ir r igation since 
December 1, thanks to the well spaced 
storms. March will likely be the end to a 
complete reliance on free water, but in 
this light crop year, growers are 
par ticularly thankful for water cost 
savings.

Size picking and pruning are 
underway, along with fer tilizing. We 
talked to a ranch manager in the nor th 
who is star ting to apply Gibb (a plant 
growth regulator approved last year) in 
test patches as the bloom reaches 
cauliflower stage. He?s excited to see 
what comes of it and plans to apply on 
more of his acreage next year if he gets 
good results this year. 

WEATHER OUTLOOK: 30 DAY and SEASONAL
GENERAL SYNOPSIS FOR CALIFORNIA: March 23 -  Apr i l  13El Nino remains somewhat active, but is decreasing. Due 
to a persistent SSTA pattern, Central and Southern California should see wet fronts dur ing Apr il. High pressure 
linger ing over the nor thern Gulf of Alaska will likely br ing a cool and wet pattern from Ventura County nor th to 
Humboldt County, and east to the Sier ras. For this spr ing, watch for not only rains, but some low snow levels again. 
Showers and thunderstorms over most mountain areas of California are likely in May and June. 

March 22 -  Apr i l  10
Southern Cali f. Avocado Area: San Luis Obispo Co. to San Diego Co.
Precipitation continues mostly above normal, frequently wet and showery. We expect colder than normal temperatures 
through San Diego, Orange and West Riverside counties, as well as San Bernardino Valley and San Bernardino 
mountains. Snow is expected in the Big Bear area and other similar ly high mountain elevations. Frost- freeze r isks will 
decrease after the first week of Apr il, but still possible in the valleys (San Pasqual, Ramona, Fallbrook) dur ing the dry and 
non- Santa Ana per iods. There is also a good chance for late season frosts or freezes in Paso Robles, Los Alamos, Sisquoc, 
Santa Ynez Valley to Lompoc. There are diminishing chances for frosts after Apr il 8 in Ramona, San Pasqual, Fallbrook 
Valley, and Riverside- March, and Corona/Temecula.

Apr i l  4 -  18
General Synopsis 
In Nor thern and Central California, we turn to warmer than normal after Apr il as upper high pressure builds and begins 
to persist. By contrast, colder and wetter than normal in S California as the southern jet stream, fueled by the remaining 
contr ibution from El Nino, continues.  The overall trend in Southern California will be for cold conditions along the 
central and Southern Sier ra Nevada, a slow star t to the tree fruit season due to frosts, low degree day accumulation for 
mid spr ing, and below normal sunshine (recurrently cloudy days) in SoCal.

5



Monterey County and Southern Sier ra Nevada
El Nino continues to exer t an influence. Cold days and low snow levels should continue for Apr il, and some heavy rains 
and snows in Tuolumne to Mar iposa counties. Above normal rainfall is forecast in San Luis Obispo and south por tions of 
Monterey County dur ing early to mid Apr il. Dur ing these times, active and cold troughing recurs into California from 
the west, and settles into the Sier ra Nevada and Great Basin, SE California, and Rockies states. There may be unusually 
cold freeze events and snow dur ing early to mid Apr il. This would be forced in par t by the cold sea sur face temperatures.

S Cali f Avocado area: San Luis Obispo and south
El Nino remains moderate dur ing most of this per iod. It appears To remain showery and cool with recurrent frontal 
passages through San Luis Obispo Co and Southern California as mentioned. Even if frosts become less likely, the lack of 
sunshine, and lower degree day accumulations may become an impor tant issue for growth of crops, and tree fruit. The 
cool conditions in mid Apr il, would be forced in par t by the cold sea sur face temperatures as well as occurrence of the 
southern storm track.

SEASONAL OUTLOOK/ El NINO: Apr i l  19 -  June 15 
Nor th and Central Cali fornia
As speeds of the westerlies decrease, and the belt of main westerlies begins its seasonal poleward migration, we should 
see more development of cutoff upper lows near the central California coast. As the wet spr ingtime conditions continue 
it may seem like summer will never come. We will continue to have the r isk of showers and TSTMS at times through 
Apr il and returning in May. As this pattern continues in May, it does not necessar ily follow that rain amounts will 
increase, but thunderstorms and gusty wind events are likely. Although the CFSV2 outlook map is showing well above 
normal rainfall, this may actually be realized as smaller raincell sizes (which normally occurs in May) but heavier and 
more convective rains, and higher r isk for severe TSTM events. Hot days will become more frequent in May and June (as 
is normal), but the length of hot per iods should tend to be shor ter than usual for May and June.

Southern Cali fornia
For SoCal, recurrently moist conditions also continue through late Apr il and May. Near or above normal rainfall and a 
few per iods of frost are still possible in late Apr il and in May for the colder valleys of SoCal (Paso Robles, Edna Valley, 
Lompoc, Santa Ynez, and possibly the Riverside Valley, Corona, San Pasqual). At this time, we do not expect an early star t 
of the monsoonal TSTM season for SoCal as we transition through May into June, but more likely a per iod of cool and 
unsettled conditions with a few cold overnight per iods through May. Even if a few per iods of low clouds and nighttime 
dr izzle occur, nursery and flower growers should be prepared for the cold episodes, that are more likely to occur this 
spr ing than normally, as late season fronts move through.

- Stephens/ Fox, Fox Weather, LLC, Copyright ©  2019 Fox Weather, LLC
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